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oe Dialogue - Japanese Hide (A) 


kant] English Romaji Hiragana All 


(@) @) A ALMELT. HELIEMBY TF. 

@) (@) B HBYEATELDELT. EK T19—CH. 
@) @) A £4L<BRALLED. 

@) @) B £4L<BRALLED. 


oe Vocabulary Hide () 


C English @) kana Romaji 


; 4, [Dre] 4 EXAMPLES @ 
OW @) @) ®) I, me 
(@) (@) oseee 


my birthday 
HELOKACEIO 


(@) (¢) oe BIA—-ATT. 


My birthday is in January. 
DELOKALEDIOEKVSESAOCT, 


(@) (@) Hit y-v—2 tT, 


I'm Mark Lee. 


ISLA V—V— DCS 


@) (@) Hata ct. 
@) I'm Suzuki. 


CH [CF] 1 EXAMPLE @ 
O 
@) @) ®) roughly means ‘to be’ 
@) () HicllCat* BACT 
@) | am John Smith. 
SA [SA] LEXAMPLE @ 
CI @) @) ® polite name suffix, similar to Mr. or Mrs. 


(@) (@) BREA MOY bet 


@) Mr./Ms. Tanaka is a pilot. 


eS [IE<] 1 EXAMPLE 
= @) @) © |, me (used by males) 


(@) (@) F< RECT. 
@) I'm a student. 


g @) @) ® FALCSRUYLES [EA4L< bIMWLEF] 1EXAMPLE # 
No It's a pleasure to meet you. 
@) (@) KeMKSITH. LOUK BAAULET. 
@) I'm Taro Tanaka. It’s a pleasure to meet you. 
Add to Flashcard Deck | | Add to Word Bank | | Slideshow | | Take Quiz | 
Lesson Notes Hide (©) 


Lesson Focus 


The Focus of This Lesson Is Saying What Something Is (A is B). 
Kaori-san? Hajimemashite. Boku wa Teira desu. 

DEY SAPISCHELT. LES MF17—-TF. 

“Kaori? Nice to meet you, I'm Taylor." 


In this lesson, you will learn how to say what something is in Japanese. In English, we use the verb "to be" to say what 
something is, and there are many different forms of it: "I am Jennifer," "you are tired," "he is rich," etc. In Japanese, we can 
use the same pattern to say all of these things. 


Saying What Something Is ("A is B") 


Let's take a look at the sentence pattern for saying what something is: 


* Sentence Pattern: 
[A] wa [B] desu/"[A] is [B]" 


In this pattern, 
A = the item being talked about ("me, 
B = what you are identifying it as ("Jennifer,” "Raul," "a souvenir, 


you,” "he," "the dog," "an apple,” etc.) 


water," etc.) 


Now, let's make some sentences using this pattern: 


A/ wa/B/ desu /"English" 


1. Watashi ("I") wa Jenifa desu. 
"I'm Jennifer." 

2. Boku ("I") wa Rauru desu. 
"I'm Raul." 

3. Watashi wa pairotto ("pilot") desu. 
"I'm a pilot." 

4. Boku wa shefu ("chef") desu. 
"I'm a chef." 

5. Kore ("this") wa omiyage ("souvenir") desu. 
"This is a souvenir." 

6. Kore wa mizu ("water)" desu. 
"This is water." 


See how the wa and desu never change? To use this pattern, simply change parts A and B! 


For Example: 


1. Kore wa sushi desu. 
CHMLT LCT. 
"This is sushi." 

2. Watashi wa Tomasu Ejison desu. 
DELI, FH VALTYY YC, 
"I'm Thomas Edison." 


Examples from This Dialogue 


1. Watashi wa Kaori desu. 
NI-LILDBY CT. 
"I'm Kaori." 

2. Boku wa Teira desu. 
e<lé7ra o— Css 
"I'm Taylor." 


Key Vocabulary & Phrases 


You may have noticed that when Taylor and Kaori introduced themselves, they used different words for "I." Taylor used boku, 
and Kaori used watashi. So what's the difference? 


* Watashi (47: L) 

Basically, the general word for 
ally only in very formal situations (think job interviews or similar situations). If a male person overuses watashi when there is 
no real need to be very polite, it may not sound very natural. 


is watashi. Women usually use this when referring to themselves. Men use it too but usu- 


* Boku (1% <) 
Boku is another word that means "I," but mostly males use it. In situations where regular polite language will suffice (as op- 
posed to super polite language), men can use boku instead of watashi to refer to themselves. 
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